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luxuRy fINdS, IN paCkagES 
laRgE aNd Small

• On the aussie coast
• On a Whistler peak
• In Idaho ski country 

getaway 
homes
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True audiophiles know that sound seduction requires visual 
foreplay. Bang & Olufsen acknowledges this truth with its 90th 

anniversary loudspeaker. The BeoLab 90 features a craggy 
360-degree design with a complex, 1.2-metre-tall aluminum cabinet 
sitting on a curved wooden base, in which a Scandinavian aesthetic 
channels its inner Klingon. 

Costing more than $50,000 each (and you’ll need two), the 
BeoLab 90 delivers a skull-ripping 8,200 watts through a complex 
setup of drivers and amplifiers. Its Active Room Compensation 
technology makes up for the sound deficiencies of your room, as 
well as obstacles and the placement of the speakers relative to 
where you are sitting. 

Beam Width Control enables you to manage the width of the 
speaker sound beam, to create a single sweet spot for listening or  
to accommodate a spread-out party situation. You can control the 
speakers with a B&O remote or with an app on your smartphone. 
Oh, baby! Approx. $52,000 per speaker. bang-olufsen.dk —P.G.

What goes around comes around—this is especially true for vinyl records 
and turntables. Right now there is a huge resurgent demand for LPs, both 
old and new, driven in part by superior music systems that mine records’ 
inherent, but previously untapped, sound possibilities. A case in point is the 
$40,000 SG1.2 turntable manufactured by Spiral Groove of Berkeley, Calif.

The turntable was designed by Allen Perkins, a sound engineer dedicated 
to creating high-performance analog audio products. The SG1.2’s clean  
lines and simple vintage look disguise the fanatic attention given to  
getting every detail right, including ensuring a clean sound, with no pops, 
squeaks or sizzles.

“I remember the first time I heard a blues record played on the turntable,” 
says Glen Kohler, an associate of Perkins who helps assemble the 
handmade sound equipment and manages the company’s website. “When 
the music started, I couldn’t breathe. It was like the musician was right in the 
room with me. [I heard] each in-breath before he would sing.”

Kohler claims that music played in this way offers much higher fidelity than 
a typical MP3 digital sound file. The SG1.2’s aluminum body is composed of 
two platforms, separated by elastomers that mechanically decouple them, 
helping to create a stable, well-damped playing base.

The extra-wide bearing, or pivot, of the turntable is made of the same 
case-hardened steel that’s used in a Formula One racing car’s crankshaft, 
which ensures smooth, wobble-free performance. The mass of the 20-pound 
platter also aids in this, while its weight is kept off of the bearing’s steel-ball-
and-sapphire thrust plate by a custom-designed magnet system.

With its “balanced force design,” Spiral Groove’s Centroid tone arm uses 
great rigidity and low inertia to keep the cartridge stable while allowing the 
stylus to move freely through the record groove.

“The result is an unsullied signal going into your amplifier and speakers,” 
says Kohler. “Audio purists with that kind of money to spend don’t want any 
needless noise, just like they don’t want vinegar in their champagne.” 
Approx. $40,000. spiral-groove.com —Peter Giffen

DELUXE $40,000
spiral-groove.com

BRAND NEW SPIN

Smart-home enthusiasts will welcome 
the enhanced Haiku ceiling fan from the 
cheekily named Kentucky–based company: 
Big Ass Fans. Introduced in 2012, the Haiku—sleek, highly efficient 
and ultra-quiet—now comes with an LED light module, plus enough 
techie features to enable it to make autonomous decisions. 

Built-in sensors monitor conditions in a room, adjusting temperature 
and humidity based on how many people enter and leave the space. 
Homeowners intent on controlling their habitat, however, can override 
those smarts by programming their preferences via a free app 
downloadable on their smartphones. The Haiku can “remember,” for 
example, the light’s wake-up-alarm setting or its random turning on 
and off to deter intruders when the house is unoccupied. 

There’s even the fun “Whoosh” mode, which simulates a summer 
breeze, but it’s in winter when the Haiku’s tech IQ pays off, literally, in 
substantial heating-bill savings. To circulate heat, the fan speeds up, 
moving warm air from the ceiling down to floor level, but when 

someone enters the room, the fan slows down to avoid creating a 
draft—unlike traditional ceiling fans, which typically generate drafts 
and run in reverse to circulate warm air.

The winner of multiple performance and sustainability accolades, 
including the Red Dot Award for excellence in product design, the 
Haiku is manufactured by Big Ass Solutions, which ditched its 
not-so-catchy original name—HVLS Fan Co. (the initials stand for 
“high volume, low speed”)—when customers referred to the “big ass” 
fans of its initial line of massive industrial models. Big Ass expanded 
into the residential market in 2012 with its ceiling fans, inspired by 
airplane wings, and opened a Canadian branch in Mississauga this 
year. The Haiku is available in Caramel (shown) or Cocoa bamboo, 
and in a black or white composite. 52”or 60” diameter, from $1,310; 
84” diameter, from $2,089. bigassfans.com —Dali Castro

SOUND SO GOOD
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Hey, Alexa, play Hurt by Johnny Cash.  
Alexa, what will tomorrow’s weather be? 
Alexa, read me The Year of the Flood by 
Margaret Atwood. Alexa, please turn off 
the kitchen lights. . . .

Siri, iPhone’s digital intelligence, 
apparently has a rival. While Siri is a 
personal assistant, Alexa is more a family 
concierge who combines a sunny, helpful 
nature with encyclopedic knowledge.

Alexa is the artificial smarts residing in 
the voice-activated, 23.5-cm-tall black 
cylinder called the Amazon Echo.  Plug 
the device in, download a companion 
app, and then set up Echo on your 
home’s wireless network.

Always ready for conversation, the 
hands-free device starts glowing blue 
when you say its “wake” words (either 
“Alexa” or “Echo”).  Its seven speakers 
use “beam-forming” technology to hear 
you from wherever you are in the room, 
even over other noise.

Alexa is smart and bound to get smarter 
since it is a cloud-based system that 
Amazon will continue to update. While it 
won’t replace your high-end music 
system, it has a respectable 360-degree 
immersive sound speaker that can stream 
music from Amazon Music, Prime Music, 
Pandora and other sources.

The list of things that Echo does keeps 
growing, including providing shared 
access to Google Calendar, giving news 
updates and sports scores, reading 
audiobooks, controlling home functions 
through compatible devices, keeping you 
organized via to-do lists and alarms, and 
much more.

Canadian buyers beware, however. 
Amazon Echo has been officially released 
only in the United States, though an 
Amazon.ca-approved shipper will send 
you one here. You may have to get U.S. 
Amazon and iTunes accounts to get it 
working. $400. amazon.ca —Peter Giffen

EvEn JEEvEs was 
nEvEr this smart

Alexa, please 
turn off the 

kitchen lights.




